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Analysis of how Women are Portrayed in the Film “Double Indemnity” and the Novel The Big Sleep
The American film industry has enhanced numerous aspects of the society in their commercial film production. This work that many novelists in the early 19th and 20th centuries performed through their novels has become available today in the films. In the film productions of the early century, female gender was not considered in the media representation as well as in public. Towards the early 19th century, critics and feminists started to become preoccupied with the role and representation of the female figure in the media. As explained in this essay, the film "Double Indemnity" and the novel "The Big Sleep" portrays women as seductive, sexually frustrated, and independent.
Women are portrayed as seductive in both the film “Double Indemnity” and the novel “The Big Sleep.” Chandler, in his novel, describes the seductive features that the women use to get what they want from men. His description of Carmen and Vivian in the novel shows how women seductively use their body features to impress and gain control over men. Chandler describes Carmen as “small and delicately put together” (5). He further describes Vivian as “tall and rangy, strong looking….worth a stare” (Chandler 17). Even though Chandler has described the two women in a completely opposite way, he manages to depict the seductive way that women use to gain control and dominance over men. The seductive and manipulative nature of women is also portrayed in the film “Double Indemnity’ through the character Phyllis. Phyllis is presented as a murderous and manipulative woman who chooses to kill her husband. She seduces Neff and convinces him to kill her husband. The producer has presented Phyllis as nothing more than a body used to gain the individual goals. 
Women have also been presented as sexually frustrated and also independent in both the film and novel. Women are portrayed as sexually frustrated as they constantly require male attention and affection. For example, in the novel “The Big Sleep” Chandler portrays Carmen as a flirtatious woman who is not only addicted to drugs but also men. She sleeps around with men even those she does not love. Chandler describes Carmen that “she approaches me with enough sex appeals to stampede a businessman’s lunch” (23). At the same time, Chandler manages to present the woman figure as independent and strong. Women like Carmen use their body to stay ahead of men; as a result, Chandler manages to portray the confidence in their physical appearances as well as their desirability. 
In the film “Double Indemnity” also portrays women as independent and sexually frustrated through the character Phyllis who uses her body to get her goal. In early scenes, she is presented in a bathrobe as she leaves some of her body open for Neff. She also puts on tight clothes while she creates a sexual desire for both male characters like Neff as well as male audiences (Wilder, Double Indemnity). Even though she is destroyed in the final reel, femme fatale in the film manages to impress her audience with sexual excitement. The producer presents her as a character that never lived in the society as was made for her but instead reshaped her life. 
In conclusion, this essay has analyzed the portrayal of women characters in the film “Double Indemnity” and the novel “The Big Sleep.” In both the film and novel, women are portrayed as seductive and manipulative, independent and sexually frustrated. Despite that women are presented with the gender stereotype, they manage to get what they desire. Women like Phyllis and Carmen use their body to obtain what they want. 
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